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FIR3S  ON  FARMS 
WASTE  MILLIONS 


Over  $1,000,000,000  worth  of  property  is  lost  each  year  by 
fires  on  farms  in  the  United  States.     There  are  eight  principal  causes  for 
more  than  two- thirds  of  this  large  preventable  annual  loss,  engineers  say, 
many  of  them  in  the  homemaker 1 s  sphere  . 

1.  Defective  chimneys  and  flues.     Chimneys  should  he  built 
from  the  ground  up,  by  brick  or  stone,  and  should  rest  on  a  masonry  founda- 
tion or  basement  walls.     Long  smoke  pipes  are  bad,  also  smoke  pipes  passing 
through  floors  or  closets  . 

2.  Sparks  on  combustible  roofs.     Good  fire-resistant  roofing 
material  pays.     If  wooden  shingles  are  used,  choose  the  best  grade  of  edge- 
grain  shingles. 

3.  Careless  use  of  matches;   smoking.     Permit  only  safety 
matches  anywhere  around  the  farm,  keep  all  matches  away  from  children,  and 
never  allow  smoking  in  or  near  the  barn  or  near  combustible  materials. 

4.  Careless  use  of  storage  of  gasoline  and  kerosene.  Never 
use  either  to  start  a  fire  in  a  stove  or  furnace.     Never  fill  lamps,  lanterns, 
heaters,   or  stoves  while  they  are  burning.     Never  store  gasoline  or  kerosene 
in  open  containers  in  any  building;  small  quantities  should  be  kept  in  safety 
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cans  or  closed  containers.     Do  not  use  gasoline  for  dry  cleaning  at  home. 

5.  Defective  heating  equipment.     Protect  wooden  floors  under 
cooking  or  heating  stoves  with  incombustible  material  and  place  stoves  and 
ranges  several  feet  from  woodwork  and  walls. 

6.  Faulty  wiring  and  improper  use  of  electric  appliances.  Be 
careful  not  to  overload  electric  circuits.    Use  fuses  of  correct  amperage. 
Disconnect  electric  irons  and  other  equipment  when  they  are  not  in  use. 

7.  Lightning.     Protection  is  afforded  "by  correctly  installed 

lightning  rods. 

8.  Spontaneous  ignition  of  hay  and  other  products.  Controlled 
by  curing  hay  properly  "before  storing,  by  ventilating,  and  frequent  inspection. 

Dispose  of  litter  and  rubbish.     Burn  oily  waste  or  place  in 
metal  receptacles.     Do  not  pile  horse  manure  in  stables  or  against  buildings. 
It  may  heat  enough  to  cause  a  fire. 
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